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These conditions create recurring safety concerns related to:

	» Snow and ice accumulation on roadways and sidewalks
	» Reduced visibility during heavy precipitation and low daylight hours
	» Freeze thaw cycles that degrade pavement and walking surfaces
	» Increased avalanche, landslide, and rockfall risks along key corridors

Weather related closures and hazardous travel conditions affect both local trips and regional access, influenc-
ing emergency response times and the reliability of lifeline routes.

3.3  Population & Demographics

As of the 2020 U.S. Census, the Haines Borough population is approximately 2,080 residents, with the majority 
living in or near the community of Haines. Population density is extremely low, averaging fewer than 1 person 
per square mile, reflecting the Borough’s large geographic area and dispersed settlement pattern. 

According to 2026 data published by the Alaska Department of Labor and Workforce Development, the Bor-
ough has the oldest median age in Alaska at 50.8 years. More than 28% of residents are aged 65 or older. Both 
figures are well above state and national averages. This demographic profile has important safety implications, 
including increased vulnerability to severe injury in traffic incidents, greater reliance on walking and local trips, 
and heightened sensitivity to roadway design, lighting, and winter maintenance conditions. 

Per the 2020 US Census, Haines Borough residents identify primarily as White, with significant representation 
of Alaska Native populations, including members of the Chilkoot Indian Association and Chilkat Indian Village. 
Nearly 1/10 of the population identifies as American Indian and/or Alaska Native (9.3%), and another 1/10 as 
two or more races (9.7%).

Seasonal population fluctuations occur due to tourism, commercial fishing, and construction activity, increas-
ing roadway demand during summer months and introducing visitors unfamiliar with local roads and condi-
tions. 

3.4  Roadway Network

The Borough transportation system is dominated by a limited roadway network, with two primary corridors: 
Haines Highway (AK 7), which is an AK DOT&PF-maintained roadway connecting Haines to Interior Alaska 
and Canada, and local Borough roadways, which serve residential, recreational, and industrial areas. Many 
Borough roads are shared by multiple modes, including vehicles, pedestrians, bicycles, school buses, freight 
traffic, wildlife, and recreational users.

The road network is highly sensitive to natural hazards such as landslides, avalanches, flooding, and erosion. 
Unlike communities with gridded street networks and multiple parallel routes, Haines’ transportation system 
functions more like a three-pronged network, with most outlying areas served by a single access corridor: 
Haines Highway, Mud Bay Road, or Lutak Road. When one of these corridors is blocked by a slide, washout, 
avalanche, or other hazard, there is often no alternate route available, creating immediate access, emergency 
response, and evacuation challenges.
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3.5  Travel Characteristics

According to Census data, the average commute time in Haines Borough is approximately 12 minutes, signifi-
cantly shorter than Alaska and national averages due to the compact nature of developed areas. Residents 
primarily travel by personal vehicle, but a notable share of trips are made by walking and bicycling, particular-
ly within the townsite. 

The Borough also accommodates significant seasonal travel associated with tourism, including cruise ship pas-
sengers, tour buses, rental vehicles, and recreational cyclists. These seasonal variations affect traffic volumes, 
parking demand, and conflict points along key corridors.

3.6  Rural & Environmental Context

Haines’ rural context introduces safety considerations distinct from urban environments. Long distances be-
tween services, limited lighting, wildlife crossings, and exposure to extreme weather increase risks for all road 
users. Emergency response coverage varies across the Borough’s geography, making prevention and system 
resilience particularly important. Wildlife vehicle interactions, including moose and bear encounters, are a 
recurring concern on several roadways, especially during seasonal migration periods. 
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